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Advanced Statements Contextualised Scenario

Lindsey Dow

Learning Outcomes 

Uses reflection and problem solving to enable students to explore ethical and legal issues concerning advanced 
statements, withholding and withdrawing treatment.

Assessment of Learning Outcomes

Suggested assessment method: Defining Issues Test

Teaching Structure/Format

Small group
Duration 3h
Level: Three (Complex issues)
Teachers role: facilitator

Approach 

Small group interactive problem solving and reflective approach.

Students have a plenary introduction where the workshop aims and objectives are reviewed and small group tasks 
stated. Students separate into their mixed nursing and medical student groups (10 max) with their facilitator. 
Students work through the scenario, discussing different points and reflecting on own experiences, then move onto 
problem solving stage. Finally students prepare a presentation for delivery to the Plenary group (each group has a 
different scenario). The Presentation is offered by a nurse and medical student together. The facilitator stands back 
from the group, allowing them to work independently unless help is specifically requested.

The Scenario: 

Mr Wilkinson is a 77-year-old who lives with his wife and son. He is terminally ill with cancer of the lung with liver 
secondaries. Over the last few months he has deteriorated, he has also lost a lot of weight. It has now been decided 
that Mr Wilkinson should be admitted for assessment and pain control.

He is currently taking co-codamol for pain relief but it is felt by the nursing staff that his pain relief would be better met 
through use of morphine. However, Mr Wilkinson has stressed that he does not want to start taking morphine having 
heard terrible stories about people who have taken it. 
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The ward staff express their concerns to you that they feel Mr Wilkinson is in pain and that he looks uncomfortable. 
The staff have asked him on several occasions but he always says he's ok. During previous respite admissions, Mr 
Wilkinson has told nursing staff that he does not want to be drugged to death, He feels the Lord will receive him 
when he is ready.

One week after his admission, he deteriorates. He becomes semi-conscious - he is dying. During periods of 
consciousness he becomes very agitated, screaming at times - especially when moved.

The nursing staff on the ward are very distressed by this. The wife and son are asked if they would agree to 
morphine or sedation being given to the patient. They refuse.

The next day the son appears ambivalent about the decision to withhold morphine.

Both the Consultant and nursing staff feel that morphine should be given. The junior doctors and staff feel that the 
wishes of the family should be observed as they are worried about a complaint.

Moral Context/Underlying Ethical Issues: 

What do group members consider is the right course of action, and why?

What rights do the relatives have to withhold/withdraw treatment here?

What rights does Mr Wilkinson have to refuse and are these altered by his transient consciousness?

What rights do the relatives have concerning refusal of morphine

Consider and explore your own and group preferred approach to this dilemma and outline the ethical and 
legal rights, duties and responsibilities within the approach you have adopted.

Relevant Professional Codes (if any):

Royal College of Nursing

General Medical Council

British Medical Association
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